
Castle of Astros

ASTRON: a coastal city in Peloponnese. -Claudius Ptolemy (100 AD - 178
AD)-

KASTRO (Castle) is located at the southern tip of «Nissi» (Island) in
Paralio Astros, overlooking the Argolic Gulf. The strategic position of the
hill led to its fortification, since  the Prehistoric Age.

The wall of the «Aeginetes» (inhabitants of Aegina island)

2018, part of the wall of the Aeginetes
In 424 BC the people of Aegina island who were attacked by the
Athenians,  began constructing an «on the sea wall» on the peninsula of
Astros.

Castello della Estella (Castle of Astron)

During the Frankish period the «Island» was called Stella ( a Star). This is
why William II of Villaherdon who  built the castle in 1256 called it:
Castello della Estella (ie the Castle of Astron).

In 1465, during the First  War between the Venetians and the Turks, the
Castello della Estella (Castle of Astron) was delivered along with its
armament to Christoforo de Priuli, who was the commander of Nafplio,
a city which was then known as Napoli di Romania.

In the 17th, 18th and first quarter of the 19th century, Astros was
deserted. Castello della Estella was deserted along with the settlement



whereas only part of the fortifications as well as one of the fortified
towers surviving.

1898, Castle of Astros

The Castle of Astros

In 1824 Panagiotis Zafeiropoulos (also known as «Akouros», ie the man
who never has his hair cut, as he was under oath to do so until Greece
was liberated from the Turks),  was the military commander of  nearby
St Peter's Province. He decided to fortify the Astros region.

Within two years, Panagiotis Zafeiropoulos (Akouros) and his brothers
Konstantinos and Ioannis, restored the ruined Castello della Estella, built
three houses within its walls (one for each brother) and reconstructed
the interior. The whole construction was completed in 1826.
A few weeks later, in August 5 and 6, 1826, Ibrahim decided to attack
the Castle of Astros. The Greek militants resisted for two days and after
two assaults, Ibrahim was finally forced to leave "feeling furious about
his failure". This victory kept the fortress of Astros impregnable and was
a source of encouragement for the  Greeks fighting for Independence .
The Castle of Astros served as the nucleus of the present day
settlement, nowadays called as Paralio Astros .
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